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THE AMERICAN LEGION 
 

WAR-TIME VETERANS AND MILITARY MEMBERS DEDICATED 

TO A STRONG NATIONAL SECURITY, COMPASSIONATE CARE 

FOR VETERANS AND THEIR FAMILIES; COMMUNITY SERVICE, 

AND THE WHOLESOME DEVELOPMENT OF OUR NATION’S 

YOUTH.   
 

INVITE SOMEONE TO JOIN THE  

SOTOYOME AMERICAN LEGION FAMILY  

The Honors Team with special guest WWII D-Day  

Army Veteran Don Clouston on November 11th. 

Chaplain Jerry Jaramillo with Don 

Dallas Caroline  

performed at 

the Annex  

Rotary  

breakfast and 

also at the 

Healdsburg 

and Windsor 

Veteran’s Day 

Ceremonies. 

 
Payton Ballenger presenting thank you 

letters from her 3rd grade class. 

HONORING D-DAY VETERAN 

http://www.healdsburgamericanlegion.org/


Squadron Commander Matt Foreman 707-894-5603 
 

 

I want to extend my deepest thanks to everyone who have worked so 

hard this year. Our commitment to "perpetuate a true spirit of  

Americanism" is achieved by serving the men and women of our  

military and their families. We look forward to providing Christmas 

cheer to Veterans at Yountville in conjunction with SAL from  

Cloverdale and Napa. Thanks for your service and your support.  

Mattman  
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The Christmas Dinner is Dec 10, 2015. Everyone is welcome including 

our families of the Junior Shooters Program. Thank you to everyone; 

Legionnaires, Riders, Auxiliary, Junior Shooters, and Sons that have 

been pitching in to make all our events, dinners, Honor Guard, etc. huge 

successes. A big thanks to Mitch Laing, Susan Aguilar, Frank Jerins 

and Campy Dillow for helping out with the Hamburger Nights. 

A special thank you to Lance Ballenger and Ken Cody for picking up 

WWII D-Day Veteran Don Clouston and bringing him to the Annex on 

Veteran’s Day. This was the highlight of my day. Don showed up in his 

uniform he wore in 1941 and the spit polished boots he wore when he 

jumped into Normandy on D-Day at the ripe old age of 17. Don was 1 of 17 survivors of the 165 

men in his unit that jumped that day. Don will turn 90 years young in a few weeks. My regret of 

the day is I missed the opportunity to kiss those boots. Those are truly the Boots of Freedom.  

Don attended the Ceremonies in Healdsburg and Windsor and was treated to lunch with the rest 

of the Veterans at KC's Downtown Grill.  Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.  Reuel 

Commander Reuel Miller, Sotoyome Post 111  707-874-1951  

From Tom Grimes,  

Adjutant, Sotoyome Squadron 111 

Adjutant, Sotoyome Post 111 

So far we are the only Squadron in the 5th 

District that has submitted membership. 

Transmittal 16-1 and 16-2 have processed.  

16-3 with an additional 8 members has been  

submitted. This puts us at 43 members or 

58.1% 

SANTA IS COMING! 

Santa will kick off our annual Christmas Party at 6 PM, Thursday, December 10th.  Bring your children 

and grandchildren.  Call Tom and Nancy at 481-9169 with a count so that we have enough stockings. 

You will also need to bring a wrapped gift for Santa to give to your young guest. The regular Christmas 

program will start at 7 PM including our traditional Christmas dinner.  We will be serving Turkey and 

Ham.  Everyone please bring a hot dish and a salad or dessert to feed 8 people. The famous Auxiliary Raffle will 

end the evening.  Santa Claus brought to you by The Sons of The American Legion. 

Attention Junior Shooters! 

If anyone is interested in  

going to the Ukiah Gun Club 

over Christmas break,  

contact Reuel to schedule a 

date convenient for all. 



 

 

The American Legion Riders Chapter #111 and MET Members Ron Collier 

and Gary Greenough escorted fallen active duty USAF TSgt Nicholas Kruse-

Write from SFO to Santa Rosa. There were other ALR riders on the escort, 

waiting at the Mortuary as the escort arrived, and ALR at the family service 

later that was also attended by 30 USAF in Uniform. 

Ron Collier invited Scott AFB Escor ts SMSgt Vogt and MSgt Dearmond 

to the Post #111 Pasta Dinner the night of the escort and we were honored with 

their attendance. 

ALR participated in several Nov 11 Veterans Day Festivities in all of Sonoma 

County, and also on the horizon is annual Wreaths Across America at 9:00 am  

December 12 at selected locations. 

Nov 21 we escorted WWII D-Day Veteran Don Clouston to a Birthday Celebration in Sonoma that was put 

together by Legion Post Vice Commander Lance Ballenger (see page 7). Nov 22 ALR participated in the  

annual GWTA and USMC Toys for Tots Ride from Santa Rosa to Sonoma, plus plans to participate in 

RKA's annual Food Drive and Ride on Sonoma Raceway, Cloverdale Lions Toy Run and other events as  

requested. We will also be eating or assisting at the Jr Shooters Crab Cioppino in December. More info is in 

this newsletter. 

ALR/SAL #111 will participate in hosting Veterans from Yountville to a BBQ and leave gifts behind. This is 

in conjunction with SAL #293 Cloverdale and SAL #113 Napa. 

Our next meeting is Tuesday Dec 1 at Mary's Pizza Shack in Windsor.  The meeting starts at 6 pm and as 

always, arrive early to partake in Happy Hour Specials!  Mitch 

ALR Chapter  President Mitch Laing 707-975-1541  
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VETERAN’S  DAY,  the 11th. of November turned out great.  The 

Healdsburg Sunrise Rotary Club did a great job on the breakfast that  

morning.  A special THANK YOU to John Reyes and the Healdsburg  

Sunrise  Rotary Club. The Rotary Club raised funds for the Pathway Home 

in Yountville and gave the Auxiliary a check that will be presented to the 

Pathway Home. I appreciated that very much. 

The Early Bird Dinner on November 12th turned out very good.  Everyone 

stepped in to help setup and the Auxiliary decorated the tables . The       

Legion family helped serve and also cleaned up after the event.   

I couldn't ask for a better group of legion family members for stepping in 

and assisting. 

 The Christmas Dinner on December 10 is just around the corner and I  

hope to see  many members at the dinner.  The Auxiliary is making  baked 

cookies for dessert this year. So if  you’d like to share your favorite Christmas cookies and are unable to get 

them up to the Annex, please call Rose at  838-7068.  Also, don't forget your raffle items.  You have until the 

end of November to get those items to me.   

I have a special THANK YOU for our dishwasher operators,  Bob Tayler and Frank Teuschler.  They are 

available for hire for the right price. Hee hee.  No I can't hire them out, they’re too good.  Anyway guys, thank 

you again. 

I shall close and remind members to get those membership dues in.  Please call Shirleen if you have questions 

about your dues at 838-9790.  Let make this a better year for our Auxiliary  membership.             
As always, your President,  Eddy.  

Auxiliary President Eddy Sauers. 707-838-9429 
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Chaplains Corner 

Need someone to talk to?   

You or someone in the family ill?   

Know of a Veteran who needs help?   

Start with a phone call to your Chaplain.  

 

Post: Jerry Jaramillo       707-239-1811              

Unit:  Linda Clary          707-433-5800 

Squadron: Reuel Miller  707-874-1951  

Riders:  Ed Howell         707-292-8033 

Petaluma Veteran’s Day Parade 

 

Flag line at Santa Rosa Memorial Park 

 

 

American Legion Sotoyome Family 

Leadership Team 2015-2016 
 

Post 111 American Legion 

Commander  Reuel Miller  707-874-1951 

1st Vice Lance Ballenger 707-396-1331  
2nd Vice  Steve Bowne  707-578-4775  
Adjutant Tom Grimes  707-481-9169  
Finance  Bob Taylor  707-894-0857  
Judge Advocate Doug Newton  707-217-6309 

Sgt. at Arms Tony Grado  707-527-8233  
Service Officer  Chris Bingham   707-565-5960 

Historian Harold Bagdonas 707-843-4790  
Chaplain Jerry Jaramillo  707-239-1811 

Jr. Past Comdr. Tom Grimes           707-481-9169 

Executive Bd. Frank Teuscher       707-431-2328  
  Tricia Lay  707-695-0345  
  Roy Caporale  707-894-8954  
  Ron Dillow  707-753-0575  
  Frank Jerins  
 

Unit 111, American Legion Auxiliary 

President Eddy Sauers ` 707-838-9429  
1st Vice Shirleen Perry  707-838-9790  
2nd Vice Rose Sandoval  707-838-7068 

Secretary Marie Canale  707-431-0563 

Treasurer Melanie Taylor  707-894-0857  
Chaplain Linda Clary   707-433-5800 

Sgt. at Arms       Nancy  Grimes   707-529-2271 

Marshall Thelma Frey   707-546-7791 

Jr Past Pres.       Linda Karnstedt   707-529-1243 

Executive Bd. Virginia Hawley       707-838-6395 

  Virginia Wallace       707-838-8702 

   Thelma Frey             707-546-7791 

 

 Squadron 111 , Sons of The American Legion  

Commander Matt Foreman  707-894-5603 

1st Vice             Steve Bowne          707-578-4775 

Adjutant Tom Grimes           707-481-9169 

Finance  Bob Taylor            707-894-0857  
Chaplain Reuel Miller          707-874-1951 

Sgt. at Arms Tony Grado            707-527-8233  
Jr. Past Comdr.  Mitch Laing           707-623-9179 

 

  Chapter 111 American Legion Riders 

President Mitch Laing  707-975-1541 

Vice Pres.         Ron (Campy) Dillow    707-753-0575 

Secretary           Doug Newton    707-217-6309  
QM/Treasurer  Steve Bowne      707-578-4775 

Sgt. at Arms  Terry Perry         707-838-9790  
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PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS NOW!!! 

Villa Chanticleer Annex 

900 Chanticleer Way, Healdsburg, CA 95448 

$45.00 donation for dinner.   

You can pay with credit card if you go to 

www.healdsburgamericanlegion.org 
click the tab under Junior Shooters. 

No Host Bar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For tickets contact: 

Reuel Miller 707-874-1951  

reuelmiller@comcast.net  

Steven Bowne 707-578-4775  

steven5382@comcast.net  

ANNUAL CRAB FEED TICKETS ARE NOW ON SALE! 

Serving from 4:00-7:00 at the Villa Chanticleer 

Saturday, February 6, 2016 
Contact Frank or Carol Teuschler 707-431-2328 

mailto:reuelmiller@comcast.net
mailto:steven5382@comcast.net


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 1    ALR 

 Meeting  

6 PM 

Windsor 

2 
 

3 
VFW 6 PM 

 
 

4 

 

5 

6 
 

7    
Post/Unit 

Board 

Meeting  

7 PM 

8 
 

9 
 

10 

Sotoyome 

Christmas  

Dinner 

11 
 

12   
 

 

13 
 

14 
Cioppino Dinner 

@ Annex 6 PM 

 

PP Card party 

12 noon 

15 

Newsletter 

Input due 
 

16 
 

17 
Honors Team 

7 PM Annex 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
 

25 

 

Christmas 
 

26 
 

27 28 
 

29 
 

30 
 

31  
 

 
 

January 2016    

December 2015    
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

1 

 

2 
 

3 4 
Post/Unit  

Board  

Meeting 7 PM 

5      ALR 

   Meeting                

6 PM                            

Windsor 

6 7 
VFW 6  PM 

 

8 9 

10 
 

11 
     PP Card  

Party 12 Noon 
 

Jr Shooters 

6-8 PM 

12 

Newsletter 

Input due 

13 

 

14 
Post meeting 

6  PM 

15 16 
 

 

17 
 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
 

21 
Honors Team 

7 PM Annex 

22 
 

23 
 

24/31 
 

25  
 Jr Shooters 

6-8 PM 

 
 

26 27 
United Vet 

Counsel 

7 PM SR 

28 29 30 



Don Clouston’s 90th Birthday Celebration 

Page 7 

These contributors support the Sotoyome American Legion Family. 



Sotoyome Post 111 The American Legion 
PO Box 281 

Healdsburg, CA 95448 
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The Sotoyome Newsletter 
The Official Monthly Publication of the  

Sotoyome American Legion Family 
 

Steven Bowne:  Publisher/Editor 

steven5382@comcast.net   

Phone 707-578-4775 
 

Bob Taylor:  Circulation 

chiefhfd@aol.com 707-894-0857 
 

©2015 All Rights Reserved 

Sotoyome Post members present included, Mitch Laing, Susan Aguilar,  Jackie and 

Dave Richey, Tim Madura, & Ron Krudop. PGR member Greg Seifter. 

The 9/11 

World Trade  

Center Steel  

presentation  

to Carpet One  

Floor and Home  

in Santa Rosa. 

“Our goal is to ensure that every client has access to all benefits they have 

earned through their service to our nation.” The Sonoma County Veterans 

Service Office is open Monday through Thursday 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM. 

Please call (707) 565-5960 to schedule an appointment.  

mailto:Coachtom.grimes@gmail.com
mailto:chiefhfd@aol.com

