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Your 2013-2014 Leaders 
Thursday evening, June 13, 2013, the new leaders of the Sotoyome American Legion Family 

were installed by the Post 293 

and Squadron 293.   

Tom Grimes remains the Post 

Commander for another year as 

does Unit President Nancy 

Evers.  Matt Foreman is the new 

Squadron Commander and Mark 

Exter is leading the Sotoyome 

Chapter of the American Legion 

Riders.    Mark was not able to 

make the installation due to a 

family emergency and Vice 

President Mitch Laing stood in 

for him.   

Vice Commander Warren Luke 

and Eddy Sauers, the new Sec-

ond Vice President laid out an 

excellent spread for after the installation cere-

mony.    

Thank you to everyone who helped make this a 

great evening.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Commander Tom presents Richard Pellegrani with 

his membership card. Richard resides in the Healds-

burg Senior Living Community on Grove Street, 

Healdsburg.   

http://www.healdsburgamericanlegion.org/
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Auxiliary Happenings 
Nancy Evers, President 

From the Top 
Tom Grimes, Commander 

 

 

Chaplain’s Corner 
Auxiliary Chaplain Bettie Crandall.     

 

I’m glad to report that both Rose Sandoval and Virginia 

Wallace are doing well after recent surgeries.    Four get 

well cards were sent and a sympathy card was sent to 

Dorothy Stewart’s family.  She passed away on May 

31st.   

I visited with Christine Coon, who is now living with her 

daughter.  I also visited Anne Thomas and admired the 

nine beautiful blankets she made for Yountville.   

Guest Column by George Sager 

On Fathers Day we had a successful Gin Fizz Break-

fast.  We served approximately 115 adults and many 

children.  The menu included scrambled eggs, pan-

cakes, sausage links, fruit, juice and coffee.  Oh yeah, 

and gin fizzes (a Shirley Temple version for the kids). 
 

Everyone enjoyed themselves, even the skeleton crew 

that worked their tails off.  A very sincere and heart-

felt thank you from me to the crew that included 

Helen Sager, Bob Taylor, Collier, Ken Sandoval, Har-

old Bagdonas and his hardworking grandson Daniel 

Reese, Matt Foreman, Frank Jerins, Roy Caporale, 

Eddy Sauers and David Cade. 

This was another Sotoyome Legion Family event.  

The crew was composed of Legion, Auxiliary, SAL 

and ALR members pulling together, working shoulder 

to shoulder, working hard and enjoying each others 

company and comraderie again.  Thank you for mak-

ing this a successful Gin Fizz Breakfast.  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
Post/Unit  board 

mtgs 7pm 

2 3 
Fireworks 

Setup 

4 
Fireworks 

Show  

Sunset 

5 
Fireworks  

Take down 

40 & 8 Meeting 

6 

7 
40&8  

Flea Market 

Santa Rosa 

8 
Past Presidents 

Card Party 1pm 

9 
ALR Meeting  

6pm 

Windsor 

10 11 

Post/Unit  7 pm 

12 13 
 

14 
5th District 

Instillation 

Suisun City 

1 pm 

15 16 17 18 
Honors Team 

7pm Annex 

19 20 

21 
 

22 
 

23 24  
Yountville Bingo  

___10am___  

United Vet Cncl 

7pm SR 

25 
 

26 
Sotoyome Social   

6pm potluck  

Games  

following 

27 
Healdsburg 

Water Carnival 

28 
 

29 30 31 
Sotoyome  

Leadership 

Dinner  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 
Post/Unit  board 

mtgs 7pm 

6 
ALR Meeting  

6pm 

Windsor 

7 
 

8 
Post/Unit  

7:00pm 

 

9 10 
 

11 
 

12 
Past Presidents 

Card Party  Noon 

13 
 

14 15 
NEWSLETTER 

INPUT DUE 

16 17 

18 
40&8  

Flea Market 

Santa Rosa 

19 
 

20 21 
 

 

22 
 

23 
Sotoyome Social   

6pm potluck  

Games  

following 

24 
 

25 
 

26 27 28 
Yountville Bingo  

___10am___  

United Vet Cncl 

7pm SR 

29 30 
 

31 
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Remembering… 
  

Since the last newsletter we have said a final goodbye to the 

following members of our American Legion Family.  
 

Dorothy Stewart, ALA 
  

Please let your Chaplain know when you become aware of the death or illness 

of one of our Legion family members. You can also let one of the board  

members know and they will pass the word.  

 

 

 

Sotoyome American Legion Family 

2013-2014 Leadership 
 

Post 111 The American Legion 
Commander Tom Grimes 481-9169 

1st Vice  Ken Sandoval 838-7068 

2nd Vice Warren Luke 332-3843 

Adjutant/Finance  Bob Taylor 894-0857 

Judge Advocate Doug Newton  217-6309 

Sgt. at Arms Tricia Lay 695-0345 

Asst Sgt at Arms Tony Grado 527-8233 

Service Officer Stan Shusda 838-4593 

Historian Harold Bagdonas 843-4790 

Jr. Past Cdr Dave Richey  568-7278 

Executive Board Frank Jerins  

  George Sager 433-2044 

  Frank Teuschler 431-2328 

  Roy Caporale  894-8954 

  Stan Shusda 838-4593 
  

Unit 111 American Legion Auxiliary 
President Nancy Evers 481-9169 

1st Vice  Linda Karnstedt  529-1243  
2nd Vice Eddy Sauers 838-9429 

Secretary Marie Canale  431-0563 

Treasurer Melanie Taylor  894-0857 

Chaplain Bettie Crandall  838-4035 

Sgt. at Arms Judy Chavez 894-4636 

Marshall   

Historian/Junior Pass Pres.  

  Rose Sandoval 838-7068 

Executive Board Virginia Hawley 838-6395 

  Virginia Wallace 838-8702 

  Thelma Frey 546-7791 
 

Squadron 111  

Sons of the American Legion  
Commander  Matt Foreman 894-5603 

1st Vice   Mitch Laing  623-9179  

Adjutant  Tom Grimes  481-9169 

Finance  Bob Taylor 894-0857 

Chaplain Al Delsid 894-5603 

Historian Harold Bagdonas 843-4790  

Sgt at Arms Mark Archambault  292-6746 

Jr. Past Comdr     Tom Grimes 481-9169 
 

Chapter 111 American Legion Riders  
President Mark Exter 478-1975  

Vice  Mitch Laing  975-1541 

Secretary Doug Newton  217-6309 

QM/Treasurer  Steve Bowne 578-4775 

Sgt at Arms Terry Perry 878-9790 

Ride Captain M. Archambault 292-6746 

Jr. Past President Gary Greenough 837-8384 

A Note from Unit 1st Vice Linda  
As our new year approaches, I am reminded of what the American Legion 

Auxiliary is all about -to enhance the lives of veterans, service members 

and their families and promote an America we can be proud of the young 

women of today.   

Of course the Auxiliary is more than just that and each of us have our own 

reasons for being a member of Sotoyome Unit 111.  It is time to renew 

your membership and contribute to all the programs the Unit supports.  As 

a person who has done many "walks" in support of a cause, I recently read 

a statement from the Department of Wyoming Membership Chair, Shareen 

Johnson.  She said: "encouraging renewals of ALA memberships sends a 

very loud message to Congress as over 700,000 members can and do make 

a difference.  She also pointed out that "each member should consider their 

dues a donation to the cause, 'Supporting the Veterans of the United States 

of America', which is the main purpose of our organization".   

So ladies, now is the time to renew - YOU DO NOT NEED TO WAIT for 

your renewal letter from National.  Our treasurer, Melanie, is more than 

happy to take your cash or check for $21 now!  And again, there will be 

incentives for getting your renewal in early.  For those renewals received 

by August 31, five lucky members will receive a crisp $5 bill!  There is 

also the Early Bird Pasta Dinner at the November Meeting.  Those you 

have paid their dues eat for FREE.  Please include your current mailing 

address and phone number for our roster. Mailing address for Melanie 

Taylor is 457 Muscat Dr, Cloverdale CA, 95425. 
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Sotoyome Son’s Update 
Matt Foreman, Squadron Commander 

 

 

Sotoyome Chapter 111, ALR 
Mark Exter, President 

4th Friday POT LUCK AND GAMES 

Villa Annex 

 Friday, July 26, 2013 

Friday, August 23, 2013 
 

Dinner at 6:00 pm,  

followed by games, including Bingo.  

Bring your favorite potluck dish, a salad or dessert.  
 

Grab 3 friends and bring your board or card game and your pot-

luck contribution.  Let’s turn the night into social night.   
 

Join the Fun!  Guests are welcome!  

Bingo: 25 cents per card per game.  Bring Quarters! 

 

 

The following is from outgoing President 

Ron Collier. 

As my term of President comes to a close, I would like to 

reflect on this past year and look at what ALR has done. 

First and foremost, I would like to thank my Board and 

the support of all the riders for the help they have pro-

vided me this past year with the MIAP program and all the 

AL events that we have supported. 

Secondly, the Post for their on-going support of the riders 

and the MIAP program and the support given to me by 

Commander Tom Grimes, as Post 111 sure did a great job 

of supporting our May 20, 2013 event which we got 35 

Veterans to their final resting place. 

Now, what we have achieved this year as a group; 

1.  ALL paperwork, past dues and current dues have been 

paid up to the state association and a big thanks to Steve 

Bowne for doing this. 

2.  Membership has grown and we remained current with 

100% membership. 

3.  We held our annual event for Patrick O'Day which has 

been the best with providing $500.00 to the SEMPERFI 

fund and another great BBQ by Warren Luke and crew. 

4.  We relocated our meeting place from Round Table to 

Mary's Pizza in Windsor. 

5.  We started a web site for ALR and our currently look-

ing at redoing it - or as some may say - work in progress. 

6.  MIAP - and you all know what this is.  Without the 

support of the ALRiders, this program would be very dif-

ficult to be a success that it has been with such a very 

large TV and news paper coverage.  I could not have done 

this without my Road Captain, Frank Coster and his group 

of Road Guards.  Frank provided training to his staff of 

folks and lead a group of 130 motorcycles from Santa 

Rosa to Dixon - What a great job that was,  Thank you 

Frank. 

In closing, I will be turning over the reins to Mark Ester 

who is not a new person to being a president of a group as 

he was the president of the Redwood Riders Motorcycle 

group and is ready to follow suite with ALR. 

I will continue to be involved with ALR and work on my 

MIAP program which could not be done without this Post 

and the group of riders from ALR.  Remember, It's the 

right thing to do for these lost or forgotten Veterans. 

 

Outgoing Squadron Commander Al Delsid and the Charter 

Commander for William Russell Ledford Squadron 293, 

Cloverdale installs Matt Foreman, the incoming Com-

mander of Sotoyome Squadron 111.   
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If you know of a veteran and his/her family 

in need, please call Commander Tom 

Grimes at 707-481-9169 or Service Officer 

Stan Shusda at (707)838-4593  

 

 
 

THE AMERICAN LEGION 
 

WAR-TIME VETERANS AND MILITARY MEMBERS DEDICATED TO A 

STRONG NATIONAL SECURITY, COMPASSIONATE CARE FOR VETER-

ANS AND THEIR FAMILIES; COMMUNITY SERVICE, AND THE 

WHOLESOME DEVELOPMENT OF OUR  

NATION’S YOUTH.   
 

INVITE SOMEONE TO JOIN US  

TODAY! 

The Back Page….. 
 

Sotoyome Leadership Team Dinner.  On Wednesday, 

July 31st members of the Sotoyome Leadership Team are 

invited to a dinner at the Annex.  The doors will open at 

6pm and dinner will be served at 7pm.  This is an opportu-

nity for us to set down together and lay out our 2013-14 

year.   

 

Healdsburg Water Carnival, 

July 27, Healdsburg Veterans 

Memorial Beach.  Post Board 

Member Roy Caporale is the 

skipper for our entry in the 

revived water carnival.  Call 

him at 894-8954 if you would 

like to be part of our float 

team.  Let’s have some fun on 

the river.   

Visit our new Website at http://www.healdsburgamericanlegion.org/ 

It is a work on program email your comments to coachtom.grimes@gmail.com 

mailto:Coachtom.grimes@gmail.com
mailto:chiefhfd@aol.com
http://www.healdsburgamericanlegion.org/

