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INVITE SOMEONE TO JOIN THE  
SOTOYOME AMERICAN LEGION  

FAMILY TODAY! 

 

Chaplains Corner 
Post: Reuel Miller, 707-874-1951  
Auxiliary:  All Officers will take turns 
Squadron:  Reuel Miller, 707-874-1951  
Riders:  Ed Howell,  707-292-8033 
 

Need someone to talk to?   
You or someone in the family ill?   
Know of a Veteran who needs help?   

Start with a phone call to your Chaplain.   

 Sotoyome Post 111 Honors Team at Sacramento Valley VA National Cemetery 
 

Front row l to r: Linda Clary, Lance Ballenger, Al Delsid, Eddy Sauers, Dave Myers, Harold Bagdonas 
Back row l to r: Bob Taylor, Frank Jerins, Tim Madura, Frank Teuschler, George Sager, Dave Richey, Ken Cody 
Story on Page 5 
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Last month marked the first time that Post #111ôs 
Honor Guard had the privilege of hosting the  
MIAP event which laid to rest over 140 unclaimed Veterans at Sacramento  
Valley National Cemetery. In conjunction with our Riders, Members of the 
Post and Auxiliary, the Honors Team performed the 21 gun salute, taps and 
the American Flag folding and presenting to the Next of Kin that attended. 
The event went off without a hitch and we have been told that our Team was 
the first to include a full service for an MIAP quarterly event. We are  
expected to be invited back to Honor our Fallen Veterans again as they were 
very pleased with our efforts given the professionalism and appearance of 
our Honorôs Team. 
 
Many of the Veterans Interred were War Veterans from the Gulf to WW2. 

There were a number of these Veterans who served in WW2, Korea and Vietnam combined, the  
Trifecta Warriors I call them. The thought of such distinguished War Fighters who have given so much 
of themselves to then be set aside on a dank shelf to collect dust in Mortuaries dotted throughout  
Cities and Towns of our Country is heart wrenching. MIAP (Missing in America Project) is a Non-
Profit 501(C)3 that counts on donations to do the great work that they do. If you can donate, please do 
so generously. MIAP Website-http://www.miap.us. 
 
Providing honor, respect and dignity for these forgotten Heroes who have served our Country is our 
obligation to our Military Brothers and Sisters. Unfortunately the efforts of financing what should be 
unquestionably our Governments Duty, falls into the hands of the Private Sector driven by Veterans 
caring for Veteranséonce again. 
 
Next month please look ahead to kicking off a busy spring-summer schedule with all of our Counties 
Parades and of course the big one, Memorial Day. Please come out and participate. As always, Post 
111 is always open to more of our Members being involved, thanks. ~Lance 
 

 
 
 

May will be a busy month for our Unit. Since May is 
Poppy month, we will be sending out the poppy  
letter as well as having a table outside Walmart in 
Windsor on Wednesday May 10th as well as on 
Thursday and Friday the 18th and 19th  from 10 am to 
2 pm. We would welcome any Post member to help 
hand out poppies as it is important for the public to 
connect with veterans during this time. Please let  
Judy Chavez, our Poppy Chairman, know if you will be able to help out. 
Out Unit will again host the District 5 Girlôs State delegateôs luncheon on 
May 21st. Then of course the Memorial Day celebrations later in the 
month. Hope to see you at the monthly meeting on May 11th.  
 

To the board:  We will meet at 6:30pm before the regular meeting.  See you then, ~Linda 
 
 
 

Commander Lance Ballenger  

Auxiliary President Linda Karnstedt 
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There were approximately 30 riders involved with an outing, orchestrated by  
Gary Greenough, to the Nike Missile Base at the Marin Headlands on April 1st.   
 
The ride began at Bad Ass Coffee in Larkfield with riders from Chapter 111 and some  
motorcyclists from the Patriot Guard Riders leaving that location at 09:00. 
The group had a scheduled stop at Joeôs Caf® on Redwood Highway in San Rafael where  
additional riders joined the convoy for breakfast.   
 
After dining, the motorcade proceeded south on Highway 101, exited just prior to the Golden 
Gate Bridge, and continued on a scenic highway to the missile base which is part of the  
Golden Gate National Recreational Area.  
 
The weather was ideal, highlighted with sunshine and the highway provided unobstructed 
views of San Francisco and the coastline of the Marin Headlands. 
The group received a tour of the missile site conducted by Nike Veterans who provided a  
first-hand account of their experience at the missile site.  
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Nike Missile Base ride  
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On April 12, 2017, Post 111 Honor Guard had the distinct honor of providing the Honor Guard 
ceremonies at Sacramento Valley National Cemetery, Dixon, California, for the M.I.A.P  
Quarterly Fallen Memorial Ceremony. The final farewell to 147 forgotten Veterans. The post 
honor guard provided the traditional gun salute with great precision, led by George Sager.  
The unfolding and folding of the American Flag was completed by Bob Taylor and  
Frank Teuschler. Bob Taylor presented the flag to the designated person receiving the flag.  
Bob Taylor also presented an additional flag to the grandson of a Vietnam veteran that was  
recently interred at the cemetery.  Steve Bowne and two other helpful American Legion  
members read the 147 names of our deceased veterans that included their name, rank and  
conflict that they were part of. Ron Collier struck the bell after each name was read, for their 
final farewell. 
The American Legion Riders of Post 111 were the final escort for 4 Sonoma County M.I.A.P. 
Veterans. The riders collected 4 veterans at Pleasant Hills Memorial Park and Mortuary in  
Sebastopol. Each of the veteranôs cremations were covered with an American flag, and left 
Pleasant Hills in the care of Ron Collier.  Terry Perry led the M.I.A.P. escort. When the  
escort arrived at the Sacramento Valley National Cemetery, the 4 veterans where carried into 
the processing center under a flag line provided by the American Legion Riders and the Patriot 
Guard. These Veterans will be laid to rest in the following weeks after the final processing is  
complete. Their names will be read, and the bell rung, for their final farewell in 3 months at the 
next M.I.A.P. ceremony. This Quarterly Fallen Memorial Ceremony was a first for the  
American Legion to completely officiate at these ceremonies and Post 111 has led the way.  
Post 111 Honor Guard extends it gratitude to Commander Lance Ballenger and Ahlborn 
Fence and Steel Company for providing a bus that transported most of the Honor Guard to 
the ceremony and back safely.  Thank you, Commander Ballenger and Ahlborn Fence & Steel.    
Submitted by Tim Madura   

MIAP escort and Fallens Ceremony   


