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Karma and the Air Fo
bim Cr umb

I n 1967 during my senior year in high schoo ner
very sl ow, but encouraged bMotdeofrteemn w©Hhamsn alhg
| arge margin he was the | astOnr uoncncears itoon ,s tsaognged fth ea cwc

somet hifinlya iGi gseoy Whlyowl.o yous awit nmisna ft he r ac e/
Our answer fbwacsa Usslewahyes pfo our t eam.
A few years later in 1971, | was'fToiAVi kb na“Zd@lE
months into my tour | was at Tan Son Nhut \VIEINAM 4 €
As it happened, my R&Rhpeapkyabéeganwwei weoet paetici
South Vietnamese Ar myT hedt vap phayesntw@® Iyodeddam .taoll d
Post near the Ashau had tNerame d aiintyo amar e/ atl h aarf tHhureg
ammo had pr et tTyh enudcahy dir iwvads utpo. | eave for The Rear,
sol@i eeven day R & R began on the day Ihfe nwa sr idluee ta

day | ate, that day came off my seven days.
Luckily for me, as soon as the fog cleared, &Ats  Cmm
Eagl e, |l hurriedly washed my |jlumgalve -umaetdwg luénsg laes blo ¢

grabbing my AWOL bag, dashed to make a second Huey
Hungry and dxopped, my badly wrinkled khaki uni form

basPs.sured that they would be ready within an hour,
Whil e | kkddsmee pguleattiyon haircut given to me by a bu
mended and showeex asashedal downme to bl Ahtderngivat bs
senior NCO and a few officers, |l |l eft the terminal
figudd edlatt@d oboarded my flight for Hawaii, just unde
| was watching planes | and and take off whdB0sacmad¢d

namen adtmrad ll gmwarrelnd ,& h ¢b6flwiadn t he hi gh schoMdw Cam shi r(
the AiradFéitéedheut some, wore fd ormnadaiilsoy eitrBiéemmad ma
somehow recogni zed me &hinlbe nheeidtisingg f me alhad @b e b

would be back in time to pick up my khakis, change
The chow | ine was filled with Airl FetoedpeusohnkeEg
own worn DX (DirecTthebxec hwaansg en)o fnaatmeg upeast.c h, onl y t he
pi-oon r@mkt he plus side | had a clean regul ation bas
were pdl iwalksedqui ckly i1 ntroduced to his buddies whil
We were comparing notes about the two services whe
enlisted directing the mess operations wihbaddi gt
mentioned that the sergeant was constantly booting
Moments after seeing me, he stormed dd&vdMessoHBEYIL n
As a Speci4d, | ddwad s kteHiyn kbien gs ptelnadti nlg my R&R ddhoe nkgi &/PA
butt 8kfiome | could say anything, he told the serge

the support and experience hadehdlimed htea pi ¢ namme clo
beifog t he oHame t eam.

The Mess Sergeant seemed to relent, asking me abou
gui ck answer s, he eyed me ficoormea tno nsewmata ybeesfcoorret eddi rtec
l ine where a tray was taken from Anh ®Ri s mainr abobiud n t
| oaded with what | oowkoerdt ht oo fmemotuot hbwea ttehrrieneg dhaoyts f 0 0
A few minutes |l ater | found myse&f pmewtatteo ttatbhd eki
fir s@r antoinod nheaadl iln weeks.

| made my flight, boarding with a box lunch suppl.i

app!l el hpei eNCO h ad fiN on smatueadnw e taémtmlyMeasvse houngr vy .
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