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INVITE SOMEONE TO JOIN THE  
SOTOYOME AMERICAN LEGION FAMILY  

TODAY! 

 Sotoyome Post Meetings  

American Legion: June 11th @ 6:00 PM 
Executive Board Meeting: June 1st @ 6:00 pm 

SAL: June 11th @ 5:00 PM 
AL & SAL meetings at Villa Chanticleer Annex  

Auxiliary:  June 17th @ 10:00 AM 
   Legion Riders: June 2nd @ 6:00 PM  

Maryôs Pizza, Safeway Shopping Center Windsor  

Meetings will be virtual via Zoom  

Government is run by  
people who show up. 

Flags placed on Vets graves at Santa Rosa Memorial Park for Memorial Day  
May 22nd 

Ron Krudop 

http://www.healdsburgamericanlegion.org/
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I hope everyone who is reading 
this is still healthy during this 
coronavirus pandemic. Please 
keep up your social distancing 
and wear a face covering to  
safeguard yourself  and the  
people around you. We are still in 
this crisis and will be for some time more.  
 
At least some of  our local merchants are able to do a 
modified sort of  business to help their finances. Please 
try to support them and anyone who has become  
unemployed during this time, in any way that you can.  
It will still be a long road for some of  them to find work. 
Look out for them if  you can.  
 

This is my last newsletter as Commander of  Sotoyome Post 111. After three years as 
Commander I am stepping down and Dave Meyers will be stepping up from 1 st Vice to 
Commander. Thank you, Dave. Please give your support to Dave as Commander, 
Charles Whitmore (active Coast Guard) as 1 st Vice, Joey Gogue (active Army National 
Guard) as 2 nd Vice, Miguel Correa (active Army National Guard) as Finance Officer, 
and Joel DeFreitas (active Army National Guard) as Sergeant at Arms.  
 
These nominations were voted on and the positions accepted at our May Zoom  
meeting.  Thank you to our new officers, who will be sworn in at the June meeting, 
which will probably be held via Zoom.  
It has been an honor serving as Commander of  Post 111 and I thank all of  you for the 
support and advice that you have provided.  It will be different to sit in the assembly 
again when we are able to do that safely.  
 
I want to say thanks to the outgoing officers for all of  their dedication the last three 
years. Dave Meyers as 1 st Vice, Terry Perry as 2nd Vice (thank you for all of  the food  
after the meetings), Steve Bowne as Adjutant and Finance Officer, and Tony Grado as 
Sgt. at Arms.  Great job, everyone.  
 
~Tim 

Outgoing Commander Tim Madura 

'30. 5)& $0.."/%&3z4 %&4, 

Harold Bagdonas will no longer be able to function as Boys State and Scholarship 
Coordinator and we need someone to step up and take over this vital  and  
rewarding position.  Harold will mentor and train the person as needed. Please 
contact Dave Meyers and Harold for further information. Thanks.  
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I became an American Legion Rider in 2014.  
At that time I only wanted to be a member of a 
motorcycle organization involving Veterans.  
And since my wifeôs family were memberôs of 
Post 111, I decided that this was an organization 
I could be proud of.  So I became a member of 
Post 111 and in 2014 joined the riders group. I 
never had intentions of becoming an officer. I 
became a Vice President under command of 
Ron ñCampyò Dillow in 2016 and stayed VP 
for two years. In 2018 I became President of the Riders group. My  
intentions were to be President for one year only because my wife and I 
were going to travel. Life takes strange turns. My mother-in law passed 
away and we stayed around to pick up the pieces. My wife was in a full 
depressions and I decided to be President for one more year. I have  

enjoyed my two year term as your President. I have made many friends in this time. I would like to 
acknowledge and give thanks to Steve Bowne, Ron Collier, Gary Greenough and Post Commander 
Tim Madura.  Your guidance has been invaluable during my time as President of the American Legion 
Riders. Sarah is now the President of ALR Post 111.  Please reach out to her and give her a warm  
welcome. And I would like to say to Sarah, anytime you need advice, I am just a message away.  
Riding off into the sunset on my orange bike, truly yours,  ~Ron ñHorseshoeñ Krudop. 

 
 
 

Greetings Legionnaires,  

Four years ago when I walked into my first Riders meeting at 
Maryôs Pizza I never imagined where it would lead. I was  
nervous and a little intimidated by being the only female in the 
chapter.  But, everyone in our chapter made me feel so welcome 
and I was excited about being a part of something that helped 
veterans. I never imagined I would hold an officers position 
within the riders or be as involved with the post. This past year 
Iôve had the pleasure of serving as the Vice-President for our 
Riders and it has been amazing working with Ron and all the 
other officers. Iôve learned a lot from all our members and I 

look forward to learning and contributing even more as our Chapter President.  
This past Memorial Day wasnôt how we would have liked to honor the fallen, but, thanks to Gary 

Greenough, our chapter continued the tradition by riding to a few cemeteries in Sonoma County. We 
started in Healdsburg, then rode to Geyserville and then Windsor. Then the main group continued on to 
Sonoma. I thank Gary for continuing the tradition and for all the riders that came. I hope to see all your 
faces on our next Zoom call!! 
"And if words cannot repay the debt we owe these men, surely with our actions we must strive to 
keep faith with them and with the vision that led them to battle and to final sacrifice."  
- Ronald Reagan 
 

Ride Safe, ~Sarah 

Outgoing ALR President Ron Krudop 

Incoming ALR President  Sarah Rafal 



 
 
 

Well ladies this is it, Iôm retiring as President.  I have been 
President for the past two years, 2018 to 2020, and Past 
President from 2015 to 2016.   Went up the ladder since I 
joined in 2011.  Not bad for a nine-year newbie member.   
So now itôs time for me to enjoy myself.   
I want to thank everyone in the Auxiliary for helping in my 
years as President and past President.   Also want to thank 
the Post, the Sons and Riders and that Iôve enjoyed every activity I did with  
everyone.  Remember everyone, thatôs including the Auxiliary, that I am only a 
phone call away for helping on activities.   
Mary Matthews got the poppies notice out and did an excellent job on the letter 

to everyone.  I know itôs a tough time to give donations for the poppies, but do what you can as we all 
understand.  However, we did want to get these poppies out before Memorial weekend, and if you 
have a computer, go online and look up the Wall for the Poppies, it is very interesting. 
I hope the Auxiliary gets the donation in for the Windsor Veterans Village and also to the Veterans  
Resource Center.  Many of our veterans lost their jobs during this epidemic and they need the help, so 
ladies letôs get this done. 
So, I shall sign off and hope everybody had a good Memorial Day weekend.    
Retiring Auxiliary President,  ~Eddy 
PS: Ladies, if you do not vote for a new President, the first vice moves up and takes over as  
President until one is voted in. You have until the end of June. 
 

 
 
Honor guard: Closed until further notice:  We 
canôt let this go on. United we stand divided 
we fall. As I was boarding a plane for Basic 
Training in the Air Force in 1959 my father 
pulled me aside and told me that a winner  
never quits and a quitter  never wins. That has 
been my motto my whole life. As of our last 
meeting I want to thank all who have served as 
Squadron Officers. Thank you all for all your hard work. Moving 
on we have vacancies.  I will continue as your SONS Commander. 
Call me if interested in becoming one our new Squadron Officers 

(707)291-9418. 
A good lesson with the coming of Memorial Day to honor our Military who have served and gone onto 
being with the Lord...Sadly we donôt teach this to our children in school or at home. 
I do not remember ever being taught this in school. or Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts or  Explorers, the 
meaning of the flag-draped coffin.  All Americans should be given this lesson. Those who think that 
America is an arrogant nation should really reconsider that thought. Our founding fathers used 
GODôS  word and teachings to establish our great nation and I think itôs high time Americans get  
re-educated about this nationôs history.. Pleas pass it along and be proud of the country we live in and 
even more proud of those who serve to protect our GOD -given rights and freedoms.  I hope you take 
this time to read this and to understand what the flag draped coffin really meansé Who of you wants 
to stand up with me and teach this sacred flag folding ceremony?  Call me.  ~Duke 

Outgoing Auxiliary President  Eddy Sauers 
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SAL Commander Duke Callahan 
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µÙúú ĆĥĖ KĆĀĆĖ ¢ÙÀÿ ëÀĚ ÌÙÙĀ ıÙĖĴˋ ıÙĖĴ
ĕĥíÙġ ÙıÙĀ ġëÙ _ÙÿĆĖíÀú 2ÀĴ 
-ÙĖÙÿĆĀĴ ĲÀĚ ÎÀĀÎÙúÙÓː M ÀúĲÀĴĚ ēĥġ
ĥē æúÀçĚ ĆĀ ÿĴ æÙĀÎÙ ÙıÙĖĴ _ÙÿĆĖíÀú
2ÀĴː ¢ëíĚ ĴÙÀĖ M ÀúĚĆ ēĥġ À sĆēēĴ µĖÙÀġë
ĥē íĀ ĖÙÿÙÿÌĖÀĀÎÙ Ćæ ĆĥĖ ²ÙġÙĖÀĀĚ ġëÀġ
ëÀıÙ ēÀĚĚÙÓː M ëÀÓ_ÀĖĴ _ÀġġëÙĲĚ
ÿÀ÷Ù ġëÙ ĲĖÙÀġë æĆĖ ÿÙ ÀĀÓ íġĚ˫ 
ÌÙÀĥġíæĥúˍ 
µÙúú ġÙÀÿ M ëĆēÙ ÙıÙĖĴÌĆÓĴ íĚ ÓĆíĀç fWː
M ÷ĀĆĲ À æÙĲ Ćæ ĴĆĥ ëÀÓ ĚĆÿÙ ÙēíĚĆÓÙĚ ĆĖ M ĚëĆĥúÓ ĚÀĴ 
ÿíĀĆĖ ÀÎÎíÓÙĀġĚˋ Ìĥġ ëĆēÙ ĴĆĥ ÀĖÙ Àúú çÙġġíĀç ÌÙġġÙĖː 
M ÷ĀĆĲ íġĚ˫ ġĆĥçë ġĖĴíĀç ġĆ æíĀÓ ġëíĀçĚ ġĆ ÓĆ Ìĥġ M ÷ĀĆĲ Mı˫Ù

ÌÙÙĀ ÌĥĚĴː µĆĖ÷ÙÓ íĀ ÿĴ ëĆĥĚÙˋ ÙúíÿíĀÀġÙÓ ġëíĀçĚ ÀĀÓ ĲÙĀġ ġĆ ġëÙ úíġġúÙ ÌÀĖĀˋ 
ĖÙĆĖçÀĀíĸÙÓ ġëÀġˋ ÀĀÓ Ěġíúú ĲĆĖ÷íĀç ĆĀ ġëÙ çÀĖÀçÙː Mı˫Ù ÌÙÙĀ çÙġġíĀç ĖíÓ Ćæ ĖĥĚġĴ
ĀÀíúĚ ˋĚúíçëġúĴ ÌÙĀġ ĀÀíúĚ ÀĀÓ ĆġëÙĖ ġëíĀçĚ ġëÀġ M ÎÀĀĀĆġ ĥĚÙ ÀĀĴÿĆĖÙ ĆĖ ĲëĴ Àÿ M
÷ÙÙēíĀç ġëíĚː M ÎÀÿÙ æĖĆÿ ġëÙ ĆúÓ-ĚÎëĆĆú ĲÙĖÙ ĴĆĥ ĚÀıÙÓ ġëíĀçĚ ĀĆ ÿÀġġÙĖ ĲëÀġː 
_ÀĴÌÙ ġëíĀçĚ Ĳíúú çÙġ ÌÀÎ÷ ġĆ ĀĆĖÿÀú ĆĀÙ Ćæ ġëÙĚÙ ÓÀĴĚː 
M ëÀıÙ ÎÀúúÙÓ À úĆġ Ćæ ġëÙ ÿĆĖġĥÀĖíÙĚ ġĆ úÙġ ġëÙÿ ÷ĀĆĲ ġëÀġ ÓĆĲĀ ġëÙ úíĀÙ íæ ġëÙĴ ĲĆĥúÓ
úí÷Ù ÿíúíġÀĖĴ ëĆĀĆĖĚˋ ĲÙ ĲĆĥúÓ ÌÙ ëĆĀĆĖÙÓ ġĆ ÓĆ íġ æĆĖ ġëÙÿˋ ÙıÙĀ íæ íġĚ˫ ÌÙÙĀ ÿĆĀġëĚ
ĚíĀÎÙ ġëÙíĖ úĆıÙÓ ĆĀÙĚ ēÀĚĚÙÓː ¢ëĆĥçëġ MÓ˫ úÙġ ĴĆĥ çĥĴĚ ÷ĀĆĲ M ÓíÓ ġëÀġː 
µÙúú KĆĀĆĖ ¢ÙÀÿˋ M ĚëÀúú ĚíçĀ Ćææ ÀĀÓ ëĆēÙ ĴĆĥ ëÀÓ À ĀíÎÙ _ÙÿĆĖíÀú 2ÀĴ ĲÙÙ÷ÙĀÓː 
¢ĖĴ ġĆ ÌÙëÀıÙ ĴĆĥĖĚÙúıÙĚ KĆĀĆĖ ¢ÙÀÿː ¢ëÀġĚ˫ ÀĀ ĆĖÓÙĖː 
Ě ÀúĲÀĴĚˋ8ÓÓĴ 

 
 

 

 

Honors Team Coordinator Eddy Sauers 
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/Î -ÁÙ ʧʧÎÄƗ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÏÆ #ÈÁÐÔÅÒ ʦʦʦ ÁÒÒÉÖÅÄ ÁÔ  
3ÁÎÔÁ 2ÏÓÁ -ÅÍÏÒÉÁÌ #ÅÍÅÔÅÒÙ ÁÔ ʦʦƙʩʪ ÁÍƗ ÊÏÉÎÉÎÇ Á 
ÌÁÒÇÅ ÇÒÏÕÐ ÏÆ ÖÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒÓƚ 3ÔÅÖÅ "ÏÓÓÈÁÒÄ ÌÅÄ ÔÈÅ 
ÇÒÏÕÐ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÌÁÉÄ ÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÐÌÁÎÓ ÆÏÒ ÐÌÁÃÉÎÇ 
ÔÈÅ ÆÌÁÇÓ ÏÎ ÖÅÔÅÒÁÎÓ ÇÒÁÖÅÓƚ !,2 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ 2ÏÎ 
+ÒÕÄÏÐƗ ÁÌÏÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÆÅÌÌÏ× !,2 ÒÉÄÅÒÓ #ÌÉÆÆ %ÌÖÅÒ 
ÁÎÄ 3ÔÅÖÅ (ÅÉÄÏÒÎ ÓÅÔ ÏÕÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÆÁÒ ÂÁÃË ÁÒÅÁ 
×ÈÅÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÁÎÎÕÁÌ -ÅÍÏÒÉÁÌ $ÁÙ #ÅÒÅÍÏÎÙ ÉÓ ÕÓÕÁÌÌÙ 
ÈÅÌÄƚ 4ÈÅÒÅ ×ÅÒÅ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÇÒÏÕÐÓ ÏÆ  
ÖÅÔÅÒÁÎÓ ÐÌÁÃÉÎÇ ÆÌÁÇÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÁÄÓÔÏÎÅÓ ÏÆ  
6ÅÔÅÒÁÎÓƚ !ÌÌ ÔÏÇÅÔÈÅÒƗ ÏÖÅÒ ʪʣ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÖÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒÅÄ 
ÁÎÄ ÉÎ ʮʣ ÍÉÎÕÔÅÓ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ ÁÌÌ ÃÏÍÐÌÅÔÅÄƚ   

3ÕÂÍÉÔÔÅÄ ÂÙ 2ÏÎ +ÒÕÄÏÐ 

 

Memorial Day Preparation 

 
Members of Chapter 111 
(which included Cliff  
Elver and Jim Arnold), 
Chapter 28  of the  
American Legion Riders, 
and Squadron 28, Sons of 
the American Legion, 
conducted a Memorial 
Ride and Flag line for 
WWII Veteran Albert 
Smith USAAF on May 
9th in Concord. 

Photo by Bill Nay 

Cliff Elver 

Dr. Steve Heidorn 



ñI believe our flag is more than just cloth and ink. It is a universally recognized symbol that 
stands for liberty, and freedom. It is the history of our nation, and itôs marked by the blood of 
those who died defending it.ò 
ï John Thune 
 
On this Memorial Day Chapter 111, informally continued the tradition of honoring the fallen in  
Healdsburg, Geyserville, and Windsor, by playing TAPS and rendering a salute. 
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Memorial Day 2020 

Miguel 

Joel 
Jerry 

Wendy 

Tony 

Ron 

Sarah 

Gary 

Greg 

Tim 
Maria Ron 

Jim 



 

Memorial Day 2020 
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